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Characteristics of Learners
There are sixteen students total in the first grade classroom; over 50% of the students are male (nine total), while the remaining 44% are female (seven total). The race/ethnicity of the class is primarily White (seven total), the remaining consist of Hispanic (three), Black Non-Hispanic (four), and Multiracial (two). 75% of the students are currently receiving free/reduced lunches, while only four students either did not apply or are not eligible for free/reduced lunches. There is one student that has exited the ELL program, one student with a physical barrier (muscular problems) and requires a wheel chair when traveling far distances, and one student that is deaf/hard of hearing and uses a cochlear and RFM. 
The classroom is set up in a manner that should foster collaboration. There are three groups of up to six desks so that the students may identify with a table and cooperate. The America Flag is placed close to the television; however, I have not observed the students reciting the Pledge of Allegiance thus far. There is a globe of the Earth on top of the storage shelves, which has not yet been used or referred to.  The classroom library has a vast selection of picture books available for the students to select during the morning procedure of “book shopping.” There is a small selection of historical/social studies related stories that the students may select. The classroom is brightly decorated and appears to promote student success academically through resources, posters, and graphics. 
The general goals of the social studies curriculum in first grade is to prepare the students to be good citizens, positively contribute to the community, and timelines, maps, general economics. The resources currently used includes a Florida Social Studies, Our Community and Beyond textbook, and various primary sources/other books that my CT claims to be included in the curriculum. The time allocated specifically to social studies instruction is a thirty-minute period two times a week. However according to my CT, social studies is examined across all content areas possible. Often throughout read alouds, the book relates to social studies in some manner. The knowledge that the students already have of social studies is quite limited. When asked, “What do you know about social studies?” the students replied with “What is social studies?” When my CT reminded them of good citizen social studies lessons previously taught, some students wrote that social studies meaning “be a good citizen everyday” and that “they [students] will be good helper and share with something.” Some students related social studies to a content area, but could not answer what consisted of social studies or what previous social studies lessons they were taught. For example, some students wrote, “Social studies is math and reading.” 
In order to enhance students understanding of social studies, and the amount of social studies instruction that they receive; there are some recommendations that I would make. I would suggest incorporating primary source images throughout the classroom so that students have a casual interaction with primary sources. Additionally, I would suggest incorporating literature into the English Language Arts block that examines social studies concepts that should be taught in first grade.


Rationale
	The focus of this lesson is on civics, the study of the rights and duties of citizens. Throughout the first grade social studies curriculum citizenship and being a good citizen is examined extensively. Through examining various manners that students can be good citizens, students are preparing themselves to participate within a democratic society. This lesson provides student with a concrete foundation to further establish and comprehend how important it is to be good participants within the school and local community. The various discussion opportunities allow students to collaborate with peers and express their insights and opinions about the content. This is important to first grade students because they are developing their concepts of societal norms and expectations in order to continue throughout their educational and societal career. 


Next Generation Sunshine State Standards and LAFS
SS.1.C.2.3
Identify ways students can participate in the betterment of their school and community.
SS.1.C.2.2 
Describe the characteristics of responsible citizenship in the school community.

LAFS.1.SL.1.1
Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.
LAFS.1.RL.3.7
Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.

Objectives
	Through reading the story, Being A Good Citizen by Mary Small and Stacey Previn, students will be able to discuss, in small and large group settings, how to use the details in the story to become better citizens within the school and larger community.  
	Students will examine the characteristics of responsible citizens, including patience, hard work, advocacy, helpfulness, etc. and relate it to how they can participate in the betterment of their school and community. 

Materials and Resources

Book: Being A Good Citizen by Mary Small and Stacey Previn
Link to Read Aloud of Book:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3_REZhqR9g
“I am a good citizen” button: http://www.coloring-pages-kids.com/coloring-pages/educational-coloring-pages/morale-lessons-coloring-pages/morale-lessons-coloring-pages-images/morale-lesson-coloring-page-03.gif 
Pre-assessment hand out (teacher made)
Accountable talk “poster”: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-1jpiwLurunc/U4nzKedrb3I/AAAAAAAAG8w/vn337s3hGSQ/s1600/Accountable+Talk+freebie.006.png 
Checklist for discussion (teacher made)
“I promise to be a good citizen” poster (teacher made)
“I found somebody being a good citizen” worksheet (teacher made)
“Character X-Ray” enrichment activity: http://stephanieaffinito.blogspot.com/2015/02/character-analysis-through-character-x.html 
Link: http://www.generationon.org/kids/make-your-mark/65-ways-make-difference
“At Home Partner” letter 

Preparations
Prior to completing the lesson, the educator should have the accountable talk posters readily available to refer to throughout the classroom. The teacher should have previously taught and practiced using accountable talk, throughout this lesson it is simply reference so that the students know to use it, they should already know how to. 
The educator should also have the students assigned seats organized in a manner that reflects Kagan Cooperative Learning seating arrangements. The reading carpet should also be set up in an appropriate manner for the students to complete the introduction activity. 
The novel used throughout this lesson should either be purchased or the link should be pulled up on the projector so that the transition to the read aloud goes smoothly and does not take away from the instructional time. 
The various paper resources should be printed at the appropriate size and cut out if necessary. The “I promise to be a good citizen” poster should be large enough for all to see and have enough room for all students to sign it. The “I am a good citizen” button should be smaller, and cut out prior to implementing the lesson. There should also be crayons available for this portion of the lesson. 
The enrichment activity (“Character x-ray”) should be printed out prior to lesson implementation. There should be enough copies for all students to complete if necessary. The lesson extension activity (“I found somebody being a good citizen”) should also be printed, with enough copies for each student to have two (if they would like, at least one for each student). 
[image: ]
[image: ]

Introduction
· How can we help make the school and community a better place? Do you think that saying hello is a way to be a good citizen? 
· Have students answer pre-assessment that answers “What makes a good citizen” in order to assess students background knowledge and knowledge of the subject prior to implementing the lesson.
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· Today we are going to read a story about how we can be good citizens! But first, we are going be good citizens to our classmates!
· Implement greeting activity: everybody stands up and moves to the reading carpet. Sit in a large circle, the teacher should model the first greeting. 
· Student: My name is ______________ and I am here to say, I hope you have a nice day! 
· All: Hi __________! 
· Continue until all students have greeted and been greeted.
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Morning Meeting Greetings Styled. (n.d.). Retrieved November 07, 2016, from https://www.scribd.com/doc/108930522/Morning-Meeting-Greetings-Styled

· By greeting all of our friends, we are making our classroom happier. We can use our skills in our school and community to make our community be the best and happiest place that it can be! 
· Stand up, hand up, pair up, and discuss how saying hello/being friendly is being a good citizen. 
· Now we are going to read a story and talk about all of the other ways that we can be good citizens. 

Procedures
· Transition into table groups. (Table groups should be organized according to Kagan Cooperative Learning. Each table consists of a high, high-medium, low-medium, and low student according to their collaboration and communication skills.) 
· Remind students of predetermined rules of discussion – using accountable talk. How does using accountable talk help us become good citizens?
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C. (2013, June 3). A is for Accountable Talk (ABCs of 2nd grade). Retrieved November 07, 2016, from http://www.swimmingintosecond.com/2014/06/a-is-for-accountable-talk-abcs-of-2nd.html

· Read aloud (or play https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3_REZhqR9g ) Being A Good Citizen by Mary Small and Stacey Previn.
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· First section: lead discussion (model) with students about ways that we can be good citizens. This is predicting what the story will tell and assessing what the students already know about good citizenship and responsibilities. 
· Second section: discuss what pollution is (something that is hurting the world around us). Turn and talk with shoulder partner and talk about ways that we can keep our school clean. Have two or three students share ideas. Allow for class discussion of it arises. 
· Third section: discuss that we do not have snow in Florida, round robin with table ground about how we can be helpful in other ways.  Have one student from each table share what their group discussed. 
· Fourth section: relate to school community with having new students. How can we welcome new students into our classroom? Turn and talk with face partner. Have two or three students share what they would do and why. Allow for class discussion of it arises. Allow for class discussion if it arises. 
· Fifth and sixth section: whole class discussion about how you can clean or pick up trash in your community. Why is it helpful? 
· Seventh section: round robin with table group and discuss what they know about voting currently, any previous experiences?  
· Eighth section: explain that we learn about history, and that makes us good citizens! 
· Ninth section: thumbs up if you have seen a crossing guard keeping people safe, thumbs down if you have never seen one. Who are some other people that keep us safe - in Community/at School? 
· Tenth section: How is Josh protecting the bird an example of him being a good citizen? Turn and tell your shoulder partner. 
· Eleventh section: Who would like to make our classroom a more colorful place? We are going to be good citizens! 


Closure
· Who wants to be a good citizen? Who promises to be a good citizen? We are going to sign a poster and hang it out so that our whole school can see that we are going to be good citizens. 
· Call table groups to sign a poster that states they will be good citizens. 
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· Before passing out the “I am a good citizen” button, pass out exit ticket and write or draw one way that you can be a good citizen in the school community. 
· Once the teacher has checked work, provide students with button below to color and represent that they are good citizens! Post this around the poster! 
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Morale Lessons Coloring pages. (n.d.). Retrieved November 07, 2016, from http://www.coloring-pages-kids.com/coloring-pages/educational-coloring-pages/morale-lessons-coloring-pages/morale-lessons-coloring-pages-images/morale-lesson-coloring-page-03.php

· Once the poster has been signed and the buttons have been colored by all students, they will both be displayed outside of the classroom so that the entire school community can see that our class is dedicated to being a good citizen. 

Assessment
Formative assessments:
Throughout the lesson there are various discussion opportunities in which the students may collaborate and express their comprehension of the lesson. While the discussions are taking place, the teacher will be circulating and making observations of the students understanding of the lesson. The teacher will be recording the observations through a teacher made checklist. The checklist used is provided below. 
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Summative assessments: 
The closure activity requires students to write or draw one way that they can be a good citizen. This assesses their comprehension of what it means to be a good citizen. Through evaluating the students’ comprehension of the lesson, the rubric below will be used. 

Rubric: 
	Points 
	Description 

	3
	Drawing or writing exhibits a concrete understanding of the characteristics of a good citizen including at least three examples or character traits. 

	2
	Drawing or writing exhibits a general understanding of the characteristics of a good citizen including at least two examples or character traits.

	1
	Drawing or writing exhibits a little understanding of the characteristics of a good citizen including at least one example or character traits.

	0
	Drawing or writing does not exhibit any understanding of the characteristics of a good citizen with no examples or character traits. OR the student did not answer the question. 





Extensions/ Modifications for Differentiated Instruction
Through transferring the learning beyond the classroom, the students will further comprehend and maintain the information taught throughout the lesson. In order to extend the lesson, students will be asked to go home and record observations of people being good citizens. They will be provided with a worksheet in which they can record their observations (provided below). They will also be asked to practice good citizenship within the school and local community. Through extending the learning, students will continue to examine actions and characteristics of good citizenship.
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In order to extend the lesson further then comprehension, in order to assist students in taking action and being a good citizen in the school or local community they will be prompted to view the webpage (http://www.generationon.org/kids/make-your-mark/65-ways-make-difference). This webpage provides students with various ways that they may practice the charterer traits of good citizenship. Student’s at home partners will be asked to assist the student with exploring the various difference making options. The partner letter below will be provided. 
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Once a majority of the students have brought the form back, the class will discuss which action they would like to take within the school or local community (depending on which action the students select). The action will be followed through. 

Differentiation is necessary to meet the needs of varying students.  In order to meet the needs of students that are ESE, the educator will provide explicit instructions in regards to the given assignment or task.  This will take place through giving explicit directions regarding the discussion strategies and activity/assessments. The educator will also provide immediate verbal feedback to students while circulating the classroom. For example, if the answer was incorrect (or close) then probing questioning strategies to assist them in elaborating/establishing the correct answer; or they will ask a friend for assistance, once the friend answers, the original student will be asked again so that they are able to verbalize the correct answer. If the student is correct in their original answer, the educator will provide positive feedback and ask if any other student has something to contribute to the answer. 
In order to modify the lesson to meet the needs of students of varying linguistic abilities (ELLs), the text selected provides various visual representations of the written text throughout the book. The story is also being read aloud, which provides the students with the opportunity to examine the story is a less intimidating manner. The various discussion opportunities is also effective in developing the student’s BICS and CALP skills which are necessary throughout the second language acquisition process. 
If the student masters the content quickly and requires enrichment, they will have the opportunity to complete a chart in which they identify the characteristics of good citizens exhibited throughout the novel read in class and personal experiences. This will provide students the opportunity to further their comprehension of the content and requires them to critically think of characteristics that encompass a good citizen (provided below). 
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or ideas 
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q  Subject matter is uncommon or 
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specific content knowledge that 
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to other texts or ideas 
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and literal with some more complex 
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in informational text there are many 
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What challenges are posed to readers when the content 
or theme is considered? How can teachers anticipate 
these challenges and help students approach the 
content or theme respectfully and in a mature manner? 



This!novel!will!not!challenge!students!related!to!the!content!or!theme!because!the!
theme!is!explicitly!stated!in!the!title!and!throughout!the!text.!Through!explicitly!
stating!the!content!and!theme,!this!text!provides!students!with!concrete!and!
relatable!examples!of!good!citizenship.!!
Since!each!paged!focuses!on!a!different!manner!in!which!one!can!be!a!good!citizen,!it!
will!not!challenge!students!that!lack!the!ability!to!focus!their!attention.!It!provides!all!
students!regardless!of!their!ability!to!grasp!one!concept!from!the!text.!!
Throughout!the!novel,!the!words!are!expressed!through!the!illustrations.!If!the!
student!lacks!visualization!skills,!the!illustrations!will!substantially!assist!them!
regardless!of!their!skills.!!
Since!the!text!is!read!aloud!do!the!students,!they!are!not!required!to!read!individually.!
The!students!who!lack!the!motivation!to!read!will!not!have!to!read.!!
The!text!assumes!that!the!reader!has!certain!background!knowledge!related!to!the!
tasks!that!symbolize!good!citizenship.!Teachers!can!anticipate!these!challenges!
through!evaluating!the!student’s!culture,!linguistic!ability,!and!local!community.!!
In!order!to!meet!student’s!level!of!writing!ability,!students!were!given!the!option!to!
write!or!draw!to!demonstrate!their!understanding!of!the!text.!!
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What challenges are posed to readers who lack the 
ability to focus their attention? How can teachers 
anticipate these challenges and help students make the 
necessary connections among the various details? 
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What challenges are posed to readers who lack 
visualization or inferential skills? How can teachers 
anticipate these challenges and help students ask the 
right questions to improve comprehension? 
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What challenges are posed to readers who lack 
motivation as readers? How can teachers anticipate 
these challenges and help students become interested 
in the content? 
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What challenges are posed to readers with regards to 
assumed background knowledge? How can teachers 
anticipate these challenges and help students address 
them without front-loading the reading experience? 



 
��A:A���
�AA�AA�� B�



 
What challenges are posed to readers when the tasks 
planned for assessment are considered? How can 
teachers anticipate these challenges and help students 
complete the tasks successfully? 



 




� ���������� B����!��� ��B�! � Using!the!Quantitative!Analysis!results!as!a!starting!point,!use!professional!judgment!to!factor!in!
the!results!of!the!Qualitative!and!Reader!and!Task!Analyses!to!determine!what!grade!band!to!place!
the!text!in!as!well!as!where!in!the!grade!band.!Briefly!explain!the!recommended!placement!below.!



�#����� ���� ���� K13! I!would!recommend!this!book!for!grades!k!through!third,!especially!in!grades!
k!and!first!because!citizenship!is!explicitly!taught!throughout!the!social!studies!
curriculum.!!
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Text%Complexity%Analysis%Worksheet!

  

 

 

 

A:

Note!any!“outside!factors”!that!teachers!should!consider!with!regard!to!this!particular!text.!Is!it!a!good!“match”!to!the!student!based!on!content,!

ability,!interest,!and!understanding?!Are!the!tasks!associated!with!the!text!aligned!with!the!purpose!behind!reading!it?!What!skills!should!be!

particularly!reinforced!when!reading!this!text!to!help!readers!when!encountering!similar!texts!in!the!future?!

 

B B

FBG

 

What challenges are posed to readers when the content 

or theme is considered? How can teachers anticipate 

these challenges and help students approach the 

content or theme respectfully and in a mature manner? 

 

BD

BA

 

What challenges are posed to readers who lack the 

ability to focus their attention? How can teachers 

anticipate these challenges and help students make the 

necessary connections among the various details? 

 

/: A

 

What challenges are posed to readers who lack 

visualization or inferential skills? How can teachers 

anticipate these challenges and help students ask the 

right questions to improve comprehension? 

 

BDB

& B

 

What challenges are posed to readers who lack 

motivation as readers? How can teachers anticipate 

these challenges and help students become interested 

in the content? 

 

E

 

What challenges are posed to readers with regards to 

assumed background knowledge? How can teachers 

anticipate these challenges and help students address 

them without front-loading the reading experience? 

 

A:A

AAAA B

 

What challenges are posed to readers when the tasks 

planned for assessment are considered? How can 

teachers anticipate these challenges and help students 

complete the tasks successfully? 

 

B B

Using!the!Quantitative!Analysis!results!as!a!starting!point,!use!professional!judgment!to!factor!in!

the!results!of!the!Qualitative!and!Reader!and!Task!Analyses!to!determine!what!grade!band!to!place!

the!text!in!as!well!as!where!in!the!grade!band.!Briefly!explain!the!recommended!placement!below.!
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What makes a good citizen?

(For example: character traits, actions)
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I found somebody being a good citizen! 
Name:&__________________&



&
Observation&&
&
Date:________&
&



______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________&
&
&
&
&
&
&



Observation&&
&
Date:________&
&



______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________&
&
&
&
&
&
&



Observation&&
&
Date:________&
&



______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________&
&
&
&
&
&
&











image11.png
Dear At Home Partners,

Recently our class examined the characteristics of being a good citizen, and what actions may be taken
to make our school and local community  better place. | ask that students visit this webpage
(http://www.generationon.org/kids/make-your-mark/65-ways-make-difference) and examine the
various actions that they may take to better the school or local community. Please visit the above

website with your child and select one o two opportunities that your child is interested in and fil it out
below (please allow the student to complete the I would like to ... ” portion.

Sincerely,

M. Silebi

Iwould like to ...

Signed:
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